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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 

PERMIT IN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT 

NRD-2018-0060 

4201 Lullwood Road 

Wilshire Historic District 

 

PROPOSAL 

Construct front addition; replace windows on primary façade; resurface chimney and gable ends 

with stucco; change the configuration of the garage bay; other alterations as described below. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

Irregular-plan hip-roofed house clad in stone veneer, with 6:6 wood-sash windows, 4-light 

wood-sash casement windows, and 8-light casement wood-sash windows flanking a picture 

window; flush wood door; shallow recessed entry porch with decorative metal supports. 

 

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 

The proposed project includes: 

1) Construction of a shallow 14’-long addition within the area of the existing entry porch. 

The addition will extend into the porch approximately 1’6” and has a footprint of 20 

square feet. It is clad in stucco and includes a new larger picture window assembly with 

a fixed window and flanking single-light casement windows, all with clad-wood sashes. 

2) In-kind replacement of all 6:6 wood-sash windows on the primary façade with 6:6 

double-hung clad-wood windows. 

3) Replacement of the 4-light casement windows on the primary façade with a 6:6 double-

hung clad-wood window to match the adjacent double-hung window and mirror the 

other gabled projection. This will entail changes to the window opening size, as the 

existing casement windows are shorter and wider than the proposed double-hung 

window. 

4) Removal of gable end vents and resurfacing of the gable ends with stucco. 

5) Replacement of the front door with a fully glazed wood door. It is not known whether 

the existing door is original to the house. 

6) Change to the configuration and materials of the garage bay, including removal of the 

door opening, insertion of a new fully glazed wood door, and replacement of the four-

window bank with a fixed picture window over three awning windows, all with clad-

wood sashes. 

7) Addition of stucco cladding on portions of the north and east (rear) elevations. 

8) Replacement of two existing windows on a secondary (north) elevation and replacement 

with casement clad-wood windows. This includes changes to one window opening. 

9) Changes to the rear (east) elevation, including removal of part of a wall for a new 

window opening with a fixed clad-wood picture window. 

10) Removal of a door opening on a secondary (south) elevation. The opening will be patched 

with stone veneer to match existing siding. 

11) Addition of wood stairs at the north end of the primary (west) façade.  

12) Replacement of fascia boards throughout. 

13) Addition of wood flooring to an existing rear concrete patio. 

 

RESEARCH 

The house was constructed in 1950 by William Arbuckle at a cost of $10,000. Dr. S. H. 

“Bud” Dryden and his wife Evelyn were the first owners. Dr. Dryden was a prominent 
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doctor at Brackenridge Hospital and served as the hospital’s chief of staff for two yearlong 

terms; he also maintained an office at 1302 Sabine Street and served as a Lieutenant 

Colonel in the Air Force Reserve. Evelyn Dryden was active in social and service 

organizations, as well as the University Christian Church. The Drydens moved to a 

substantial house in northwest Austin by 1969, two years before Dr. Dryden was elected to 

his first of two terms as a City Council member. No other households occupied the house for 

a significant length of time during the historic period. 

 

Few changes have been made to the property. The garage opening on the north side of the 

house has been infilled with a bank of four windows and a door, and a building permit was 

issued for a rear metal addition in 1969. 

 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW 

The property is contributing to the Wilshire Historic District. It may meet the standards for 

designation as a historic landmark. 

 

Designation Criteria—Historic Landmark 
1) The building is more than 50 years old. 
2) The building retains a relatively high degree of integrity. The garage opening has been 

infilled with windows and a door. 
3) Properties must meet two historic designation criteria for landmark designation (City of 

Austin Land Development Code (Section 25-2-352). The property may demonstrate 

significance according to two criteria. 
a. Architecture. The house is built in the Minimal Traditional style and may qualify for 

landmark designation under this criterion, as it embodies the distinguishing 

characteristics of the style. It is characteristic of the Minimal Traditional stone-clad 

houses on Lullwood and in the neighborhood. 
b. Historical association. S. H. “Bud” and Evelyn Dryden lived in the house for 

approximately 20 years. Bud Dryden was a prominent physician in Austin for more 

than 55 years, serving patients at Brackenridge until just before his death in 2002. 

He volunteered with the Austin Police Department for decades and served many 

poor patients, often for free. The hospital named its emergency room for Dryden in 

2003. Dr. Dryden also served on the Austin City Council for two terms and was a 

principal advocate for the creation of a municipally owned EMS/ambulance service, 

which occurred in 1975. The Drydens’ tenure at 4201 Lullwood ended prior to Dr. 

Dryden’s election to City Council and his later medical career, but his time as a 

resident in the house included serving as chief of staff at Brackenridge, as well as 

his 25-year marker of medical practice in Austin. There may be significant historical 

associations. 
c. Archaeology. The property was not evaluated for its potential to yield significant 

data concerning the human history or prehistory of the region. 
d. Community value. The property does not appear to possess a unique location, 

physical characteristic, or significant feature that contributes to the character, 

image, or cultural identity of the community, Austin, or Texas as a whole. 
e. Landscape feature. The property is not a significant natural or designed landscape 

with artistic, aesthetic, cultural, or historical value to the city. 
 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are used to evaluate projects on 

contributing buildings in National Register historic districts. Applicable standards include: 
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2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided. 

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 
 Replacement of original windows removes distinctive materials, and changing 

window openings—especially on the primary façade—alters character-defining 

features and spatial relationships of the house. 

 Adding stucco cladding to the gable vents alters character-defining features. 

 The proposed changes to the side and rear elevations will not negatively impact the 

property’s historic character. 

 

The proposed project largely does not retain the historic character of the property and 

does not comply with these standards. 

 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic 
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new 
work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic 
materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of 
the property and its environment. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
The proposed front addition is a significant change to the entry porch, which is a 

character-defining feature of the house, and would not be easily reversible. The 

proposed project does not comply with these standards. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Consider initiating historic zoning. If the Commission decides not to initiate historic zoning, 

staff recommends commenting on and releasing the permit, subject to completion of a City 

of Austin Documentation Package. 
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LOCATION MAP 
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PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Photos 

 
Primary (west) façade of 4201 Lullwood Road (south portion—house and primary entry). 
 

 
Primary (west) façade of 4201 Lullwood Road (north portion—original attached garage). 
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Occupancy History 

Completed by Historic Preservation Office staff 

September 2018 

 

1949 Not listed 

 

1952-68 Sam H. and Evelyn W. Dryden, owners 

 Physician (700 Brazos in 1952, 1302 Sabine Street from 1955-1968) 

 

1973 Mrs. Jane B. Woodley, owner (widow Kenneth K.) 

 No occupation listed 

 Note: The Woodleys were Evelyn Dryden’s parents. 
 

1977 William C. and Sari L. Moyer, renters 

 Assistant vice president, Tracor (“Engineering, Building, and Plant,” 6500 Tracor 

Lane) 

 

 

Background Research 

S. H. “Bud” Dryden was born in 1914 in Abilene. He attended Abilene Christian College 

and Baylor Medical School, then joined the Air Force and serving overseas during World 

War II. He also graduated from the School of Aviation Medicine at Randolph Air Force 

Base. He was active in both the State and Travis Medical Society and served as a 

lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Air Force Reserve. By 1965, he had been practicing medicine 

at Brackenridge for 20 years; in 1970, he was awarded the first service honor for 

“outstanding, meritorious and faithful service” by the hospital’s medical staff. In 1966, he 

operated on many of the wounded after Charles Whitman went on a shooting spree from 

the UT Tower. 

 

Dr. Dryden worked as chief of staff at Brackenridge Hospital in 1963 and 1964, the first 

general practitioner to serve two consecutive terms in the post. Brackenridge colleagues 

lauded his performance as “exceptional” in a role that was “often taxing, always time 

consuming… delicate and demanding.” During that time, the hospital adopted a new 

constitution and bylaws for medical staff, and a bond issue for construction of a new 

hospital passed. Later, he chaired the hospital’s advisory board and initiated a medical 

education program at the hospital. 

 

Dr. Dryden served on the Austin City Council for two terms, from 1971 until 1975. His 

legislative priorities included bond issues for Brackenridge Hospital. He also championed 

the creation of a city-operated Emergency Medical Service (EMS) in Austin, which occurred 

in 1975. He served as mayor pro tem in early 1975. Shortly thereafter, he undertook an 

unsuccessful campaign for mayor as a conservative candidate running against Jeff 

Friedman. Dr. Dryden served as a volunteer physician with the Austin Police Department 

for decades and treated many poor patients, often not charging either group. He practiced 

at Brackenridge until six months before his death in 2002 at age 88. Brackenridge named 

its emergency room after him in 2003. 

 

Evelyn Woodley Dryden was born in 1920 in San Antonio and grew up in nearby Sabinal. 

She studied music education at Texas Christian University in Abilene and, after 

graduation, sang in a San Antonio radio show, “The Singin’ Gal from Sabinal.” She married 

Bud Dryden in 1946, and the couple had three children. Evelyn was active in the University 
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Christian Church and other service and social organizations, including the first Town Lake 

Beautification Committee. Evelyn Dryden died in 2003 in Austin. 

 

 

  
“Dr. Dryden Ends 2nd Year at 
Hospital Post,” Austin Statesman 
1/12/1965 
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“Reserve AF Medical Unit Needing Men,” Austin Statesman 3/15/1965. 
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Political ad, Austin Statesman 3/31/1971. 

 

 
“Dryden Running for Mayor,” Austin American Statesman 2/13/1975. 
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Political ad, Austin American Statesman 4/2/1975. 
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“A few stitches, a lot of love: Police pay tribute to doctor,” Austin American-Statesman 12/12/2001. 

 

 
Obituary, Find a Grave. 
 
Obituary, Austin American-Statesman 3/27/2002: 

HE ‘ATTACKED LIFE’ AND CAREER WITH FERVOR 

Dr. Bud Dryden roared through life like he charged into the emergency room -- with focused concern for 
his patient, a cussword on his lips and no patience for nonsense. 

Generous and outrageous, energetic and dedicated, Dryden cemented his standing as a true Austin 
character during two terms on the Austin City Council and more than 60 years as a doctor. 

Monday evening, the man who seemed to bypass old age succumbed to bladder cancer seven weeks 
after turning 88. 
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"He was, and I mean this in the best sense of the word, a wonderful and rich character -- one of a kind," 
said Lowell Lebermann, who served with Dryden on the City Council in the early 1970s. 

Almost everybody who met the doctor has a story to tell. 

There's the time Dryden dismissed a roofing crew because he feared his second-story roof was too 
dangerous. So he climbed a ladder and laid the shingles himself. He was 75. 

"He attacked life," daughter Jane Dryden Louis said. "He was afraid of absolutely nothing." 

When Dryden's artificial hip was replaced in 1992 -- he wore the first one out in five years -- he dragged 
his IV down the hall to check a patient who was also in the hospital. 

When he was 87 and battling cancer, Dryden traveled to Canada to hunt bears. And until his health 
deteriorated last September, he kept daily office hours, giving flight physicals to pilots and tending to 
family friends. 

"That's Bud. He was kind of a man's man, a doctor's doctor," said Gordon Bergh, assistant director for 
Austin/Travis County Emergency Medical Services. 

Dryden served as the Austin Police Department's physician for four decades. He insisted on patching 
officers up himself, no matter what time of day or night he had to be called. 

"For all of his patients, he was available 24 hours a day," said his oldest son, Kenny Dryden. 

Louis was positive her father would be paged before she made it to the end of the aisle on her wedding 
day. "He would have left me there," she said, remembering the time Dryden left his children by the 
roadside so he could drive an accident victim to the hospital. 

Dryden's office on Sabine Street was open to anybody who needed help. The doctor delivered more than 
4,000 babies, most of them to poor families. His payment could be a chicken, an apple pie or, most likely, 
nothing at all. It didn't matter. 

"Probably 50 percent of his practice was done pro bono," Kenny Dryden said. "He was a physician, and 
he liked to doctor people and fix them up." 

Dryden didn't attend the University of Texas -- his degrees came from Abilene Christian College and the 
Baylor College of Medicine -- but he grew to love the Austin school. 

For more than 30 years, he tooled around town in special-ordered burnt-orange cars, usually Ford 
Broncos and Lincoln Continentals. 

Police directing traffic at UT football games would see him coming from a mile off. They'd wave him 
through their lines to a space right in front of the stadium. "It was a tribute for taking care of them," said 
Dr. Chip Oswalt, a longtime friend. 

During two terms on the City Council, which ended with an unsuccessful run for mayor in 1974, Dryden 
earned a reputation as a hands-on leader who personalized issues, demanding to know what change 
would mean to individuals and their neighborhoods. When zoning issues arose, he inspected the 
properties and spoke to neighbors. 

He also had his quirks. In the days before council members had offices, Dryden would pick up his mail 
and carefully place it in the back seat of his car. He'd let it accumulate for a while, then he'd throw it all 
away "on the theory that if it was important, they would call him," Lebermann said. 

Dryden never cashed a city paycheck during four years on the council "and totally screwed up the city's 
accounting system," Louis said. 

Other council members had polished operatives as aides; Dryden had a ranch hand named Bobby Ray 
Knight. 

And though he often held his temper in check from the dais, Dryden could explode if discussions became 
nonsensical or circular. 

Everywhere else, the doctor felt perfectly comfortable stating his opinion, often salting his words with well-
chosen profanity. 

"You never had to wonder about what Bud Dryden felt. He was going to tell you real quick, to your face, in 
very colorful language," Kenny Dryden said. 

"It was somewhere between very clear and very colorful, and a good hearty 'son of a bitch' from him was 
like a big hug," Lebermann said. 

Still, Dryden valued personal relationships above all else. When he bought plane tickets, he asked clerks 
their name and life history so he'd know who to ask for the next time he called. 
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"What he loved more than anything in the world was people, and he collected friends from all over the 
planet," Louis said. 

Services will be 2:30 p.m. Thursday at First United Methodist Church, 1201 Lavaca St. Friends also may 
visit the family from 5 to 8 p.m. today at Dryden's home, 4105 Cat Mountain Drive. 

 

 
“Hospital names ER after doctor,” Austin American-Statesman 2/5/2003. 

 
Excerpt from “Austin bids farewell to Brackenridge Hospital after 133 years,” Austin American-

Statesman 5/17/2017: 
A BRACK BABY REMEMBERS 

Jane Dryden Louis’ family never strayed far from the old Brack. Her mother, Evelyn Woodley 
Dryden, gave birth to her three children there and often spent long hours visiting with nurse friends. 

Her elder son, Kenny Dryden, now a commercial developer, and the younger one, Buddy Dryden, a 
retired homebuilder, worked there summers. 

“And both brothers worked on construction on the new hospital,” Louis says. “I had a summer job 
there when it was still in the red-brick building. I served as a nurse’s aide on the pediatric floor.” 

Her father, Dr. Dryden, was elected Brack’s chief of staff a number of times. 

“My dad ruled that ER,” Louis says with a gentle smile. “For example, when he came through the 
15h Street door, the telephone operator, who worked right by the door, called the nursing stations on 
every floor to say that Dr. Dryden was on his way. As a kind of a warning.” 

Dryden kept his Brack office 50 yards from the ER. His patients were primarily African-American and 
Hispanic. 

“He always saw his own patients and anyone who didn’t have a doctor,” Louis says. “He had five 
files, three for nonpaying, two for paying. That’s just who he was. He grew up poor. And there were 
very few doctors who would treat black people.” 

Dryden also initiated a medical education program at Brack, which anticipated by decades the paired 
mission of Dell Medical School and Dell Seton Medical Center. 

Her father retired six months before he died in 2002 at age 88. 

Louis: “So he never really retired.” 

While many Austinites will retain memories of Brack after May 21, few will recall it as Louis does. 
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“My dad always used to stop on the road at car wrecks to help the injured,” she remembers. “On at 
least one occasion, he left us on the side of the road to take the patient to the hospital. Some people 
would call that traumatic. For us, it was normal.” 

In the 1970s, Dryden served two terms as an Austin City Council member and successfully 
advocated for the area’s first EMS system. 

Louis: “After that, we didn’t stop anymore.” 

 
Obituary, Austin American-Statesman 12/27/2003: 
EVELYN WOODLEY DRYDEN 

A life of grace and beauty entered this world on March 5, 1920, carrying the name Evelyn. Born in 
San Antonio, Texas, and raised in nearby Sabinal, she was the only child of Kenneth Koch Woodley 
and Jane Barnard Woodley. With the quiet and stunning elegance that characterized her 83 years, 
she left this life in the early hours of Christmas Eve morning to witness the nativity from a new 
perspective. 

Evelyn's life was charmed from beginning to end with good friends, a propensity for fun and an eye 
for excellence. She grew up in an atmosphere of small town freedom and safety, the likes of which is 
sadly lost to our modern culture. She knew everyone in town, was related to most of them and 
recalled "dragging Center Street" as the pinnacle of teenage frivolity. Upon arrival at her beloved 
Texas Christian University, she was shocked to find that no one had ever heard of Sabinal. This 
sufficed as explanation: "It's between Knippa and D'Hanis." 

Evelyn graduated from TCU with a degree in Music Education, dozens of lifelong friends, memories 
of more fun than is imaginable and a flamboyant, persistent suitor named Bud Dryden. She was the 
vocal soloist with numerous dance bands in college and beyond, reaching the heights of her musical 
career in a San Antonio radio show called "The Singin' Gal from Sabinal". She spent the war years 
stateside singing in officer's clubs on military bases around South Texas with a brief stint as a music 
teacher in Hondo. Upon his discharge from active duty, Bud hotfooted it to San Antonio to reclaim 
his singin' gal, and the marriage that began three weeks later endured for 56 years until Bud's death 
in March 2002. 

While often seen and regarded as the quiet woman behind the larger-than-life character that was 
Bud Dryden, Evelyn held a strength and determination quite her own. She was an astute and 
successful businesswoman, a gracious host, a world traveler and a contributor to her community. 
Always an avid Horned Frog fan, she was a member of the Austin TCU Alumni, a Life Elder at 
University Christian Church, a member of the Helping Hand Home, the Headliner's Club and the 
Austin Country Club. Hundreds of people each day enjoy the fruit of her efforts as a member of the 
first Town Lake Beautification Committee. 

Evelyn was the incarnation of generosity, a model of grace and style, a symbol of dignity and 
courage. Her life put a face, a name and a story on what of this world is good and worthy, pure and 
beautiful, kind and thoughtful and lovely. Under that remarkable tutelage and challenged to emulate 
it, her family includes: son, Kenny and wife, Benita; son, Buddy and wife, Linda; daughter, Jane and 
husband, Jack Louis, MD. Five grandchildren are blessed to have had Mimi as a constant, 
dependable and loving presence in their lives: Matthew, Meredith and Andy Louis, Hunter and 
Creighton Dryden. Evelyn was blessed throughout her life with cousins and close friends who 
complete the treasure of her family. 

We will forever celebrate her life with joy and deep gratitude, beginning with a visitation from 3:00 - 
5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 26, 2003, at the funeral home and continuing with a service of 
worship at 2:00 p.m., Saturday, December 27, 2003, at University Christian Church. 
In recognition of her 56 years of support to Bud's medical career and in lieu of flowers, Evelyn's 
family requests contributions to the "Dr. Bud Dryden Medical Emergency Fund" c/o The Seton Fund, 
1201 W. 38th, Austin, TX, 78705. 

It is impossible to express sufficient gratitude to the many friends that have brought such comfort 
and caring to Evelyn in recent months, most especially Susan Cordova, Charlene Roberts, and the 
residents and staff of Brighton Gardens. Your gifts of caring are blessing beyond measure, grace 
upon grace. 
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Arrangements by Weed-Corley-Fish Funeral Home, 3125 N. Lamar, 452-8811. You may view 
memorials online at www.wcfish.com. 

 
 
Building Permits 

 
Building permit for stone veneer house and attached garage issued to W. M. Arbuckle, 2/17/1950. 
 

 
Sewer connection permit issued to William Arbuckle, 3/1/1950. 
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Water service permit issued to Dr. S. H. Dryden, 4/5/1957. 
 

 
Building permit for metal addition issued to Judge Woodley, 1/8/1969. 
 
 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 

 
Sanborn map, 1962 


